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scenery to be seen on the European continent is unfolded
to the train as it glides in and out among the mountain
rifts, and consequently, from the tourist point of view, the
route possesses illimitable attractions, inasmuch as it offers
facilities to gain some of the most beautiful parts of the
country, which hitherto have been unapproachable, except
in the face of an arduous and tedious journey by primitive
means of conveyance.
After crossing the summit level the railway commences
an easy descent, for the inland plateau is gently undulat-
ing, and the valleys being wider, the surveyors were
assisted appreciably in their task of discovering an easy
location. The downward run continues until Brornma, 205
miles west of Bergen, is gained at an altitude of some 450
feet. Then comes another rise to overcome a low range,
which is accomplished through a tunnel 7,644 feet in
length.
This tunnel proved a more exacting and troublesome
undertaking than either the Gravehals or Reinunga works.
The boring was attempted at first on the time system, but
the advance was so slow and unsatisfactory that this prin-
ciple was abandoned. The whole tunnel was then handed
over to a contractor, but he found the rock so hard that a
piece-work system was instituted. In this arrangement the
workmen were stimulated to supreme effort by the offer of
tempting premiums. Issuing from this tunnel, there is
another descent for some miles, when another ridge inter-
venes, necessitating a sharp climb of 700 feet, followed by
a smart downward run to Roa, where a junction is effected
with the Norwegian eastern railway system.
Contemporaneously with the building of this line between
Vossevangen and Roa3 the original section between Bergen
and Vossevangen had to be overhauled. The metre gauge
was in vogue upon this division, whereas the rest of the
line was being built on the standard gauge to secure uni-
formity with the other lines. Accordingly, the narrow-
gauge was replaced by standard-gauge track.
The Bergen-Christiania line ranks as one of the most